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I, Airbed Kamid De Cbaeckbr, of 
20/21 Dorpstraat. Oordegem, Belgium, a 
Subject of the King of the Belgians do 
hereby declare the invention, for wiuch 
5 I pray that a patent may be granted me, 
and the method by which it is to be per- 
formed, to be particularly -described in 
and by the following, statement : — 
The present invention relates to a last 
10 for use in the manufacture of shoes. 

Such lasts are mainly used in works 
manufacturing Blippers. A difficulty 
arises g-enerally when the manufactured 
slipper or shoe is removed from the last. 
16 As a rule, the shoe fits closely on the last 
in such manner that it has to be pulled 
from the last. In this operation, the 
manufactured shoe is often damaged'. 
The invention has among its objects to 
20 avoid this disadvantage. 

According to the invention a last is 
provided consisting of two parts which are 
relatively movable into adjusted positions 
in the direction of their lengths. 

In one preferred construction of the last 
according to the invention, a rod is 
secured in one part of the last, and passes 
through the other part, and is provided on 
the outer surface of the other part with an 
30 adjusting nut, a spring serving to main- 
tain the two parts separated from each 
other being- located between the parts and 
preferably, around the rod. 
In another embodiment, means are pro- 
35 vided for heating the last. 

The invention is diagrammatically 
illustrated by way of example in the 
accompanying diagrammatic drawings in 
which: — 

40 Figure l is a longitudinal section of the 
last according to the invention, and 

Figure 2 is a plan view of a part of th e 
Inst acording to Figure 1. 

The last shown in Figure 1 comprises 
45 a heel 1 and a foot part 2. 

The part 2 is provided at the rear with 
a rearwordly projecting portion 3 on 
which a small plate 4 is secured by means 
of two small screws, not shown in the 
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drawing. The plate 4 is shown on a 
larger scale in Figure 2, Plate 4 has a 
dovetailed slot 5, which retains the head 
6 of a screw 7, screwed into the heel. The 
plate 4 thus forms a sliding member for 
the heel 1, 
A small bar 8 retains a rod 9 in. the heel 

1. On the rod 9 is mounted a spring 10 
under compression which keeps theheel 
part 1 separated from the part 2« An 
adjusting nut 11 (with locknut) hinders 
the separating movement of the part 2 
with respect to the heel 1. 

As the last according to the invention 
is adapted for use in vulcanizing shoes, 
means are provided for heating the last. 
Screws 12 and 13 respectively screwed in 
parts 2 and 1 of the last, serve as the termi- 
nals to which a source of current may be 
connected. The screws 12 and 13 are dis- 
posed insulating sockets 14; -a contact 70 
between the screws and the parts 1 and 2, 
themselves made of a conducting 
material, is prevented by the provision oi 
washers 15. The washers 15 also prevent 
contact between resistances 16 and 17, on 
the one hand, and the parts 2 and 1 on 
the other. 

Resistances 16 and 17 <ire inserted in 
insulating member 18 which are pro- 
tected by a metallic sleeve 19. At the ends fin 
20 and 21 of the metallic sleeves 19 the 
resistances 16 and 17 are in contact with 
the parts 1 and 2 of the hurt. 

The electric circuit in which the source 
of current is connected, for example, 
between the terminals 12 and 13, thus 
also includes the resistance 16 the parts 

?* aa !i_ 1 of % J ast ' ^ resistance 
17. The result is that each part of the 
last is heated twice, first by the current 
passing through the resistance, and a 
second time by the current * passing 
through the material of the parts 1 and 2 
From the preceding description, it will 
be understood that both the parts 1 and 

2, forming the last, may be moved with 
respect to each other in such a way that 
the parte 1 and 2 are moved close together 
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and the outer contour of the last is reduced 
when tlie shoe is to be withdrawn from the 
last. 

What I claim is: — 

1. A last for the manufacture of shoes 
formed of two parts, displaeeable in the 
longitudinal direction relatively to each 
other, and provided with heating mean* 
in which the heating means comprise two 
electrical resistances one passing through 
each part of the last so as to be insulated 
therefrom, the electrical circuit being 
completed by connection of the resistances 
respectively to the parts of the last them- 
selves which are provided of an electrical 
conductive material. 



2. A last according to claim 1, in which 
the two parts of the last are connected 
together by means of a. bolt or the equiva- 
lent, the part? being held separated uuder 21 
spring pressure and the bolt being adjust- 
able in length to cause a greater or less 
separation of fbe pari* of the last and 
adapted to be locked in the adjusted 
position. SI 

3. A last substantially as hereinbefore 
described and illustrated in the accom- 
panying drawings. 

EDWARD EVANS & CO.. 
14—18. High Holborn, London, TV.CJ. 
Agents for the Applicant. 
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iif '~T V 1 ^' 1 *r UI Tne last. 
The i^tiS T Tagramniaticallv of n^rS^ ™ c ™tia which the source 
illustrated by war of «K3ei« ttl fL^Z^l 1$ eo ^^ for example 
accomoanv^;. A^^^^^vLB. ™ between the terminals 12 and 13 thus 



„„„ — ,;•"»» «i example rn the 
Sh?— ^ drawings, in 

Figure 1 i* a longitudinal section of tne 
Inst according to the invention and 

1'igure 2 IS a plon Tiew of a part of the 
Inst ucording to Figure 1 e 
Be last shown m Figure 1 comprises 
4o « heel 1 and a foot part 2. t - uia P ri8e s 

, h ^i? is P r ? VI <H at the rear with 
n reoi-wardlv projecting portion 3 on 
which a small plate 4 is secured by means 
smws uot shown in the 
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o - -r - r '« «»»iunce io. tne ports 
2 and 1 of tlie last and the resistance 

u - T \ e r x esalt *. 8 ttot part of the 
last is heated twice, firat or the current an 
passing through the resiaWe, STu 
second tune by the current 
through the material o'f thTpSs fSf 
From the preceding description i+r^ii 
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3, forming the last, may he moved with 
respect to each other in 'such TwavThat 
the parts 1 and 2. are moved closeTogethw 
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